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NEWS RELEASE

TARIFFS TAKE TOLL ON PORT OF LOS
ANGELES OCTOBER VOLUMES

 Container Counts, Vessel Calls Drop Sharply; Exports of American
Goods Decline for 12 Consecutive Months

SAN PEDRO, Calif. – November 7, 2019 – The Port of Los Angeles moved
770,189 Twenty-Foot Equivalent Units (TEUs) in October, a 19.1% decrease
compared to 2018’s record-breaking October. After 10 months of 2019, total volumes
have increased 1.8% compared to last year, which was the busiest year ever at
America’s top port.

“With 25% fewer ship calls, 12 consecutive months of declining exports and now
decreasing imports, we’re beginning to feel the far-reaching effects of the U.S.-China
trade war on American exporters and manufacturers,” said Port of Los Angeles
Executive Director Gene Seroka. “We expect soft volumes in the months ahead and
with the holiday season upon us, less cargo means fewer jobs for American workers.
We need a negotiated settlement and the tariffs lifted.”

In October 2018, cargo owners were importing cargo at a record pace to get ahead
of expected tariffs. This October, imports decreased 19.1% to 392,768 TEUs
compared to the previous year. Exports declined 19.3% to 140,332 TEUs, the 12
consecutive monthly decline of exports. Empty containers also declined 19% to
237,088 TEUs. Combined, October volumes were 770,189 TEUs. 

Current and historical data is available here.

The Port of Los Angeles is America's premier port and has a strong commitment to
developing innovative, strategic and sustainable operations that benefit Southern
California’s economy and quality of life. North America’s leading seaport by container
volume and cargo value, the Port of Los Angeles facilitated $297 billion in trade
during 2018. San Pedro Bay port complex operations and commerce facilitate one in
nine jobs in the five-county Southern California region.
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