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Puget Sound container volumes
drop in January

(SEATTLE - February 18, 2015) - The ports of Seattle and Tacoma saw their combined container
volumes fall 13 percent in January, continuing a trend that started in November.
 
The Puget Sound gateway handled 226,906 20-foot equivalent units (TEUs) last month.
Containerized imports plunged 21 percent to 89,982 TEUs, while exports dipped 7 percent to 81,213
TEUs. Domestic volumes to Alaska and Hawaii fell 7 percent to 55,711 TEUs.
 
Issues related to ongoing contract negotiations between the Pacific Maritime Association and
International Longshore and Warehouse Union began affecting cargo movement at U.S. West Coast
ports in late October.
 
The ports continue to press the PMA and ILWU to resolve the impasse in contract negotiations. While
the ports do not have a seat at the negotiating table, we have been exercising the limited options
available to try to mitigate impacts on our customers and to keep cargo moving.
 
The two ports, which intend to form a Seaport Alliance, began reporting joint cargo volumes in
December.
See January 2015 container volumes and cargo statistics reports.
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About the Port of Seattle
Founded in 1911, The Port owns and operates Seattle-Tacoma International Airport, four container cargo
terminals, two cruise ship terminals, one grain terminal, a public cargo terminal, four public marinas, and
manages a number of real estate assets for financial return and economic advantage. The port’s
operations currently help create nearly 200,000 jobs and $7 billion in wages throughout the region. Over
the next 25 years, the port’s “Century Agenda” seeks to create an additional 100,000 jobs through
economic growth while becoming the nation’s leading green and energy-efficient port. Learn more at
www.portseattle.org. 
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