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NORTH CAROLINA PORTS SET FOR UNPRECEDENTED GROWTH AS NEW CONTAINER SERVICES 
ACTIVATE 

 

Wilmington, N.C. – The inaugural port call of the ZIM Shanghai on Sunday, June 18 marked the fourth 
new container service activated at the Port of Wilmington in the last two months.  North Carolina Ports 
has doubled its container services in calendar year 2017 and is set for unprecedented growth in its next 
fiscal year.  

“Businesses desire access to the global markets where their products are sold and their resources are 
found,” said Executive Director, Paul J. Cozza. “The Port of Wilmington provides the Carolinas that 
access, making North Carolina Ports a key factor in the region’s economic growth. The access our port 
provides continues to improve with recent services, like that of ZIM, being activated.”   

ZIM recently added the Port of Wilmington to its Z7S all-water Asia-U.S. East Coast service rotation. This 
weekly service provides exceptional access to major markets in South China, Southeast Asia and India 
Subcontinent. Known for its speed to market, the Z7S service is the only container service calling the 
Port of Wilmington using the Suez Canal.  

“This ZIM service will support legacy apparel, furniture and hardware industries throughout the 
Carolinas,” Cozza previously said. “It’s an incredibly unique offering which shows our commitment to 
both reliable and flexible shipping solutions for our customers.” 

ZIM is a returning ocean carrier to the Port of Wilmington after a slot chartering agreement with the 
CKYHE Alliance in early 2016. The container carrier’s Z7S string will feature 11 vessels averaging 5,000 
TEUs in size. Its rotation includes direct access to Da Chan Bay, Yantian, Cai Mep, Port Kelang and 
Colombo. Outside of Yantian, each of these port calls are new to North Carolina Ports. With extensive 
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port coverage and proven high service reliability, ZIM further improves the gateway that is the Port of 
Wilmington. 
 
“We’ve made a steadfast commitment to better serve the Carolinas,” said Chief Commercial Officer, 
Greg Fennell. “With four major container service activations in the last two months, we are preparing 
for record throughput in Wilmington.” 

In addition to the new ZIM service, Maersk Line and Mediterranean Shipping Company (MSC) 
introduced the TA2/NEUATL2 Europe-U.S. East Coast container service back in early May. The enhanced 
TA2/NEUATL2 service provides access between Bremerhaven, Felixstowe, Le Harve and Wilmington.  

A new partnership with THE Alliance was the addition of the EC2 all-water Asia-U.S. East Coast container 
service. This weekly service began calling on the Port of Wilmington in May as well, touting some of the 
largest vessels that consistently come to and leave from the Carolinas. 

Then it was StreamLines, a division of Seatrade, who is known for its specialized refrigerated container 
operations, reliable schedules and speed to market. The container carrier recently added the Port of 
Wilmington to its Blue Stream weekly service and began calling the port earlier this month.  

To prepare for this growth, North Carolina Ports has ordered two New Panamax ship-to-shore cranes 
with an option to purchase two more from designer Shanghai Zhenjua Heavy Industry Co., Ltd. (ZPMC). 
Between the new cranes, turning basin expansion project, various berth improvements, and the 
expansion of the container yard, North Carolina Ports will pump over $150 million into its infrastructure 
over the next few years. These investments, along with the operational efficiencies associated with 
North Carolina Ports, have led, in part, to recent service additions at the Port of Wilmington. 

North Carolina’s ports in Wilmington and Morehead City, plus inland terminals in Charlotte and in 
Greensboro, link the state's consumers, businesses and industry to world markets, and serve as magnets 
to attract new business and industry to the State of North Carolina. Port activities contribute statewide 
to 76,000 jobs and $700 million each year in state and local tax revenues. 
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