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Pushing Back on Anti-Trade Rhetoric: Facts, Not Myths,  

Should Inform Policy Positions 
“Telling Both Sides of the Trade Story” Point/Counterpoint  

Helps Rebalance Conversation on America’s Trade Policies 
 
WASHINGTON, D.C. (November 4, 2016) – As the Presidential campaign season enters its final days, the NAFTANEXT 
initiative today issued a point-counterpoint, offering fact-based research to highlight and checkmate inaccurate trade-related 
assertions made by the candidates. According to Pew Research, trade is a top 10 issue facing voters as they decide the 
next commander in chief.  Both parties have failed a “common sense” test by allowing anti-trade myths and inventions to 
dictate their policy positions. As part of an on-going Twitter information campaign by NAFTANEXT, “Telling Both Sides of 
the Trade Story” illustrates the importance of elevating the facts about impacts of trade agreements and the need to 
rebalance the national conversation on trade.  
 
“Average people have trouble appreciating the many positive ways trade impacts their lives. Trade’s important to the 
economy, but the public’s concern for loss of jobs, globalization and technology advancements makes  free trade an easy, if 
inaccurate, target for their anxieties,” stated Dan Glickman, former Representative (D-KS), U.S. Secretary of Agriculture and 
current Executive Director at the Aspen Institute. “It’s essential to get average people to understand how trade is important 
to them. The political class needs to address that much more directly than we’ve done in the past.” 
 
While America’s trade policies merit scrutiny to ensure domestic economic success, NAFTA – and free trade in general – 
have become scapegoats in race to the bottom arguments advanced by protectionist advocates and politicians. According 
to the U.S. Department of Commerce, the U.S. accounts for only 5 percent of the global population, while 95 percent of the 
world’s consumers live outside our border and 80 percent of the world’s purchasing power is outside the U.S. Ninety-eight 
percent of U.S. exporters are small businesses who are responsible for two-thirds of all private sector jobs created, yet only 
5 percent of U.S. businesses currently export goods. This leaves vast untapped potential for small businesses to increase 
revenues and support jobs by exporting the goods and services that U.S. workers create. 
 
“Over the last twenty years, new technologies have replaced human production in many industry sectors, from 
manufacturing to agriculture and beyond, yet many people are ready to believe that trade is responsible for all the jobs that 
have disappeared during this time,” said Tiffany Melvin, president of the North American Strategy for Competitiveness 
(NASCO). “Also, when politicians attack trade agreements, they fail to recognize the security and stability we gain from 
trade deals, which, like NAFTA, allow our trading partners to become loyal, stable allies. In a troubled world, our leaders 
should not under-value this important foreign policy asset.” 
 
“Telling Both Sides of the Trade Story” was produced by NAFTANEXT with support from the Coalition for America’s 
Gateways & Trade Corridors (CAGTC) and the North American Strategy for Competitiveness (NASCO). 
 
 
 

http://www.naftanext.com/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/Point-Counterpoint-Doc-Final-Draft.pdf?f1f49c
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“Free trade needs clear voices to serve as an alternative to the negative diatribes and misinformation that has saturated 
much of the trade agreement debate in the 20 years since the passage of NAFTA,” said Leslie Blakey, a Founding Director 
of NAFTANEXT. “NAFTANEXT aspires to be a fact checker and source of truth, promoting articles and organizations 
dedicated to telling the full story behind trade.” 
 
To join our conversation on Twitter, follow us (@NAFTANEXT) and use the hashtag #TradeTruth2016. For general inquiries 
regarding NAFTANEXT, please contact Jeff Agnew at jagnew@blakey-agnew.com or (202) 828-9100. 
 

# # # 
 
About NAFTANEXT 
The mission of NAFTANEXT is to raise public awareness of the benefits of trade in North America while mitigating the spurious claims that have 
proliferated unchecked since the implementation of NAFTA. NAFTANEXT aims to synthesize various sources of insight and support for trade 
agreements and publicize those sources to bring attention to the past, present and future value of both our tri-national North American relationship 
and trade generally. For more information on NAFTANEXT, please visit www.naftanext.com  
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Telling Both Sides of the Trade Story 
Trade has been a focal point of the 2016 presidential election and both major party candidates have shared 

their very similar opinions on how our nation’s trade agreements have failed the United States’ economy 
and workforce. But, is this the real story? The purpose of this non-partisan document is to balance the 

conversation so both sides of the trade story are told. Below are quotes from the two major party 
presidential candidates alongside fact-based research that shows the counterpoint to their assertions. The 

next Administration must recognize that trade deals that foster trade flows, reduce tariffs, and create 
stronger ties between countries ultimately benefit U.S. workers, companies and citizens. 

“You go anywhere you want... and you will see devastation where manufacturing is 
down 30, 40, sometimes 50 percent. NAFTA is the worst trade deal maybe ever.” 

point   

Advanced manufacturing and automation have had a bigger effect on factory jobs 
than trade has, accounting for around 88% of those jobs lost. NAFTA itself has a 
modest effect on manufacturing jobs. Meanwhile, NAFTA creates almost 200,000 
exported-related jobs annually. 

counterpoint 

Sources: ABC < http://abcn.ws/2ezOYO7> Council on Foreign Relations < http://on.cfr.org/SXrl6T > 

Mr. Trump, 09/27/16

“Trade, where we’re doing so badly ... it’s hard to believe. Inconceivable.” 
point   

The U.S. is the largest trading nation in the world -- exports of goods and services 
totaled almost $2.3 trillion in 2013, supporting around 11.3 million jobs.  Beyond 
that, the trade deficit Mr. Trump often references does not “mean a leakage of 
money or wealth out of the U.S.,” but is instead balanced by foreign investment in 
the U.S. and more. 

counterpoint 
Mr.Trump, 10/09/16

Sources: Forbes <http://bit.ly/2eVUZYk> USTR <https://ustr.gov/about-us/benefits-trade> 

“We failed to provide the basic safety net support that American workers need 
in order to be able to compete and win in the global economy.” 

point   

Trade supports U.S. workers. Prior to NAFTA’s implementation in 1994, trade sup-
ported only 14.5 million domestic jobs. In 2014, trade supported 41 million U.S. jobs 
and, according to Business Roundtable, every state has had a net gain in employ-
ment that can be directly attributed to trade.

counterpoint 
Secretary Clinton, 02/04/16

Source: Business Roundtable < http://bit.ly/2eeckaZ >

www.NAFTANEXT.com @NAFTANext
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“We will defend American jobs and American workers by saying ‘no’ to bad 
trade deals and unfair trade practices, including the Trans-Pacific Partnership, 
which does not meet my high bar for creating good-paying jobs.”

point   

TPP would remove 18,000 obstacles for job-creating exporters and would 
result in yearly gains of $78 billion to the U.S. Trade also generally supports 
higher-paying jobs, with export-related jobs paying 18% more on average. 

counterpoint 
 Secretary Clinton, 06/23/16

Sources: Bloomberg <http://bloom.bg/2e8VIS0> USTR < https://ustr.gov/about-us/benefits-trade >

“We are killing ourselves with trade pacts that are no good for us and no good 
for our workers.” 

point   

95% of the world’s consumers live outside the U.S. and current U.S. free trade 
agreements benefit Americans. For example: In 2005, the U.S.-Australia FTA 
went in to effect. From 2004 to 2007, manufactured goods exported to Australia 
grew 35% and, in 2008, 99% of those were duty-free. 

counterpoint 
Mr.Trump, 02/13/16

Sources: ITA <http://bit.ly/2eoknpf> U.S. Chamber of Commerce < http://uscham.com/1H1G98t>

“It’s true that too often, past trade deals have been sold to the American people 
with rosy scenarios that did not pan out... and now ring hollow in many communi-
ties across Michigan and our country.” 

point   

Trade is working for Americans. From 2009-2015, export growth to countries 
with free trade agreements grew by 52% while growth to the rest of the world 
grew by 34%. Michigan alone exported $57.7 billion in goods in 2012. 

counterpoint 

Sources: ITC < http://bit.ly/2eB6GRu> Business Roundtable < http://bit.ly/2eB8kSY>

Secretary Clinton, 08/11/16

Join the discourse on trade - to get involved, please call Jeff Agnew (202) 828-9100 or email 
at jagnew@blakey-agnew.com. Follow us on Twitter at @NAFTANext or learn more on our website 

www.NAFTANEXT.com. 
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