
 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  

 

Logistics industry sees emerging markets uptick but braces for volatility 
Execs see bright spots in India and UAE amid concerns about China, Brazil and Russia 

 

 

BAAR, Switzerland – Jan. 18, 2016 – Supply chain executives expect an uptick in emerging markets growth 

in 2016, despite concerns about further slowing in China, fluctuations in oil prices, and the possibility that the 

U.S. economy could weaken. 

After a year of turbulence, 61% of logistics industry executives surveyed say they are unclear on the direction 

of the global economy or expect more volatility in 2016. In spite of their wariness, roughly the same proportion 

(59.4%) say the International Monetary Fund forecast of 4.7% growth in emerging markets is “about right.” 

Emerging markets grew an estimated 3.6 % to 4.2% in 2015, down from 4.5% in 2014. 

The results are part of a new survey of more than 1,100 global logistics and supply chain executives in the 

2016 Agility Emerging Markets Logistics Index. The Index, in its 7th year, offers a snapshot of logistics industry 

sentiment and ranks the world’s 45 leading emerging markets based on their size, business conditions, 

infrastructure and other factors that make them attractive to logistics providers, freight forwarders, shipping 

lines, air cargo carriers and distributors.  

For the first time, supply chain professionals surveyed see India – rather than China – as the emerging market 

with the most growth potential. And in the overall Index rankings, which are based on economic and social 

data, India climbed two spots to No. 3, behind only China and United Arab Emirates (UAE), on strong 

economic performance and initial reforms launched by the government of Prime Minister Narendra Modi.  

China, the world’s second-largest economy, remains the leading emerging market by a large margin. Among 

the countries at the top of the Index rankings, UAE (No. 2), India (3) and Malaysia (4) leaped over the 

commodity-dependent economies of Saudi Arabia (5), Brazil (6) and Indonesia (7). Rounding out the top 10 

were Mexico (8), Russia (9) and Turkey (10). 

Nigeria (No. 17) and Egypt (No. 22) climbed 10 spots in the data-driven portion of the Index, the biggest gains 

by any country in seven years of rankings. The potential of Nigeria, Africa’s largest economy, has come into 

sharper focus since the government updated the methods it uses to track economic performance. Egypt’s 

economy and business climate have stabilized under its military government.      

Other Index findings: 

 UAE, home to the powerhouse economies of Dubai and Abu Dhabi, has the best business climate and 

the best “connectedness,” a measure of infrastructure and transport connections, of any emerging 

market. As a result, UAE ranks as the world’s No. 2 emerging market after China, even though China’s 

economy is 25 times larger; India’s is five times larger; and Brazil’s is six times larger. 



 

 The most business friendly conditions are found in Gulf states. UAE, Qatar and Oman have the best 

business climates – a combination of market access and risk, regulation, foreign investment, 

urbanization and wealth distribution. Other Gulf states also rank near the top in business conditions: 

Saudi Arabia (No. 5), Kuwait (9) and Bahrain (11).    

 UAE, Malaysia, China, Chile lead in “connectivity,” meaning they have the best infrastructure and 

transport links, along with the most efficient customs and border administration. 

 Countries in Latin America are losing ground to other emerging markets as a result of recession and 

political turmoil in Brazil, the region’s biggest economy, and depressed prices for commodity exports. 

Of the 10 countries that slipped furthest in the Index, six are in Latin America: Peru, Argentina, 

Uruguay, Brazil, Colombia and Venezuela. Even so, Chile continues to be the top-ranked emerging 

market with GDP under $300 million. 

 Russia, hurt by Western sanctions and isolated economically since it began backing rebels in Ukraine 

and intervened militarily in Syria, fell from No. 7 to No. 9 in the Index. Tension with Russia and the loss 

of economic output in the breakaway Crimea region have hurt Ukraine, as well. Ukraine fell four spots 

in the Index to No. 34. 

Other survey findings: 

 Industry executives view oil prices and China’s economy as the leading risks to the global economy in 

2016. 

 Logistics executives see “economic shock” as the top risk in Asia Pacific, a sign of concern that a 

slowdown in China could ripple through economies and supply chains elsewhere in the region. A 

significant percentage (38%) said they are reassessing their China strategies. In the past, industry 

executives said natural disasters and corruption were the top risks in Asia.  

 For the first time, logistics professionals see consumer spending in Africa as a more important driver of 

growth than energy and minerals. They identified Nigeria, South Africa, Ghana and Kenya as Africa’s 

most promising markets. In spite of recent growth and investment, Sub-Saharan Africa remains a 

frontier market for most supply chain executives: only 21.2% said they have operations there. 

 The logistics industry is intrigued by the possibility that Iran could emerge from its long economic 

isolation as the result of an agreement to curtail its nuclear program. In the survey, Iran moved up 12 

spots – from No. 27 to No. 15 – among countries with potential as major logistics markets. 

“It was a volatile year for emerging markets, and you see that in the Index. Eight of the top 10 emerging 

markets shifted places,” said Essa Al-Saleh, President and CEO of Agility Global Integrated Logistics. “Despite 

the turbulence, the fundamentals driving growth remain consistent – a rising middle class with spending power, 

progress in poverty reduction, growing populations. That’s why we are still positive on the outlook for emerging 

markets and see them driving global growth.” 

Transport Intelligence (Ti), a leading analysis and research firm for the logistics industry, compiled the Index.  

John Manners-Bell, Chief Executive Ti, said: “The world’s economy is still riven by instability, and emerging 

markets such as China and Brazil have not been immune. However others, such as Mexico, are in a far 

stronger position and will benefit from the economic growth experienced in the U.S. and Europe. More than 

ever, investors in emerging markets need to be discerning and the results of our Index are critical to providing 

clarity in a confusing and complex world.” 



 

2016 Agility Emerging Markets Logistics Index: www.agility.com/2016index 

Index video: https://youtu.be/3EAImYNekzk 

About Agility 

 

Agility brings efficiency to supply chains in some of the globe’s most challenging environments, offering unmatched personal service, a 

global footprint and customized capabilities in developed and developing economies alike. Agility is one of the world’s leading providers 

of integrated logistics. It is a publicly traded company with more than $4.8 billion in revenue and more than 20,000 employees in over 

500 offices across 100 countries. Agility’s core commercial business, Global Integrated Logistics (GIL), provides supply chain solutions 

to meet traditional and complex customer needs. GIL offers air, ocean and road freight forwarding, warehousing, distribution, and 

specialized services in project logistics, fairs and events, and chemicals. Agility’s Infrastructure group of companies manages industrial 

real estate and offers logistics-related services, including e-government customs optimization and consulting, waste management and 

recycling, aviation and ground-handling services, support to governments and ministries of defense, remote infrastructure and life 

support. 

For more information about Agility, visit www.agility.com 
Twitter: twitter.com/agility 
LinkedIn: linkedin.com/company/agility 
YouTube: youtube.com/user/agilitycorp 
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About Transport Intelligence 
 

Ti is one of the world’s leading providers of expert research and analysis dedicated to the global logistics industry. Utilising the 
expertise of professionals with many years’ experience in the mail, express and logistics industry, Transport Intelligence has developed 
a range of market leading web-based products, reports, profiles and services used by all the world’s leading logistics suppliers, 
consultancies and banks, as well as many users of logistics services. 
 
For more information about Transport Intelligence, visit www.transportintelligence.com 
Telephone: +44 (0)1666 519900 
Email: ssmith@transportintelligence.com 
@transportintell 
LinkedIn: The Transport Intelligence Forum 
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