
CONTACT:	David	Garofalo
301-982-3400,	ext.	357
dgarofalo@intermodal.org

Intermodal	Volumes	are	Down	in	Second	Quarter
Domestic	Declines	While	International	Remains	Flat

CALVERTON,	MD,	August	1,	2019	–	Total	intermodal	volumes	declined	3.8	percent	year-over-year	in
the	second	quarter	of	2019,	according	to	the	Intermodal	Association	of	North	America’s	Intermodal
Market	Trends	&	Statistics	report.	International	intermodal	showed	no	change	from	the	same	period	in
2018,	while	domestic	containers	and	trailers	dropped	6.3	percent	and	15.4	percent	respectively.

“We	had	hoped	that	domestic	intermodal	volumes	would	have	recovered	more	at	this	point,”	said	Joni
Casey,	president	and	CEO	of	IANA.	“Most	of	the	issues	that	impacted	these	volumes	were	one-of-a-
kind	occurrences	–	weather,	flooding,	network	adjustments	and	inventory	pull	downs.	Volumes	for	the
rest	of	the	year	are	dependent	on	economic	factors,	highway	capacity	and	ongoing	trade	policy
decisions.”

The	seven	highest-density	trade	corridors,	which	collectively	handled	63.0	percent	of	total	volume,
were	down	6.0	percent	in	Q2.	The	intra-Southeast	corridor	showed	the	greatest	strength	at	3.2
percent,	while	at	the	other	end	of	the	spectrum,	the	Midwest-Southwest	corridor	was	down	7.9
percent.	Between	the	two,	the	trans-Canada	lane	grew	1.5	percent,	and	the	Midwest-Northwest
corridor	was	up	0.3	percent.	The	South	Central-Southwest	corridor	fell	5.1	percent,	Northeast-
Midwest	was	down	5.9	percent,	and	the	Southwest-Southeast	corridor	declined	6.0	percent.

Intermodal	Marketing	Companies’	total	volume	dropped	8.1	percent	year-over-year.	For	the	first	two
quarters	of	2019,	intermodal	and	highway	loads	both	were	down	for	the	first	time	since	the	Great
Recession.
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Intermodal	Market	Trends	&	Statistics	is	published	quarterly	by	IANA	for	its	members	and	is	available
on	a	subscription	and	individual	copy	basis	for	non-members.	Members	of	the	press	may	request	a
sample	copy	of	the	second	quarter	Intermodal	Modal	Market	Trends	&	Statistics	report	from	Art
Cleaver	at	acleaver@intermodal.org.	The	report	features	detailed	analyses	and	reproducible
graphical	representations	of	Q2	2019	results.

###

About	IANA
As	North	America’s	only	industry	trade	association	representing	the	combined	interests	of	the	intermodal
freight	industry,	IANA	connects	its	members	with	the	resources	and	opportunities	they	need	to	stay	informed,
aligned	and	on	the	path	to	success.	For	more	information,	visit	www.intermodal.org.
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