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CONGESTION FREE, TERMINAL VELOCITY DRIVES TONNAGE INCREASE AT NORTH CAROLINA’S PORTS 

 
 
Wilmington - The North Carolina State Ports Authority posted a 20 percent container volume increase in 
the third quarter of its fiscal year over the same period from last year. A significant increase was seen 
specifically in the month of March (34 percent increase year-over-year). The Port of Wilmington is on 
pace to handle the most 20-foot equivalent units in Authority history.  
 
“Ports on the U.S. West Coast, as well as many right here on the U.S. East Coast, are dealing with major 
congestion,” Chief Executive Officer Paul J. Cozza said. “Shippers are beginning to look for alternatives. 
Our lack of congestion and unrivaled customer service make us a viable option for carriers and beneficial 
cargo owner’s alike.” 
 
The Port of Wilmington and the Port of Morehead City are two of the most market assessable ports on 
the U.S. East Coast. Within 1,000 miles of North Carolina’s borders are more than 170 million U.S. and 
Canadian consumers, more than 65 of the country’s top 100 metropolitan areas and nearly 60 percent 
of total U.S. retail sales.  
 
Exporters and importers continue to recognize the inland logistics advantage of North Carolina’s ports 
and its operational efficiencies. Faster gate turn times and increased crane moves per hour have also 
made a difference in the first three quarters. 
 
“We have an unparalleled commitment to meeting customer demands. Our high vessel and terminal 
productivity keeps ships on schedule and reduces inventory and logistics costs,” Chief Commercial 
Officer Greg Fennell said. “Our third quarter container numbers are a result of our customer’s 
confidence in delivering a reliable service.” 
 
North Carolina's Ports in Wilmington and Morehead City, plus inland terminals in Charlotte and in 
Greensboro, link the state's consumers, businesses and industry to world markets, and serve as magnets 
to attract new business and industry while receiving no direct taxpayer subsidy. Port activities 
contribute statewide to 76,700 jobs and $707 million each year in state and local tax revenues. 
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